Q REFLECT:

(15-20 minutes minimum)

8. If God called you tonight to leave your comfortable life,
home and belongings to go to another country to serve
him, what possessions, relationships, debt, etc., would
keep you from going?

9. What if God doesn’t call you to be a missionary to an-
other country but, instead, calls you to be a
“missionary” right where you are to reach the lost and
to minister to the hurting in our community? Would
those who see you—the poor, the hungry, the homeless,
AIDS victims, the fatherless, single moms, etc.—look at
you the same way James speaks of the rich in these
verses? What can you and I do (and what can we do as
a group) to use our riches to bless people?

10. At first glance we may not think that we can relate to the
warning in this passage. How can you apply it to your situa-
tion? In what ways may you have abused the prosperity God
has given you?
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These guides usually have more material than a Life Group will be able
to address in the allotted time. Any questions you don’t have time to cover
in your group can be used in your personal study this week.

[! OPEN:

(3 -5 minutes)

1. How much money would you have to have to consider yourself
rich?

2. If you won $1 million, what would you do with it?



DlG . 6. How do money and riches affect our relationship with God?
(20-25 minutes)

Before discussing these questions, read James 5:1-6.

3. In what ways can wealth bring misery? What is James’
point in verses 2-3?

7. How does a person’s use of money reflect what is important to
him or her? What would your checkbook say about your priori-
ties?

"Word Study:

The Greek word for

4. What is the difference between riches” is a general de-

. d hoardi o scription for all that these
saving and hoarding money* people have, not just

their money.

5. What are the abuses the rich committed? (v.4-6) How do
these injustices happen today?




